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Federal Acquisition Regulation 18.204 

18.127 Extraordinary contractual ac-
tions. 

Subpart 50.1 prescribes policies and 
procedures for entering into, amending, 
or modifying contracts in order to fa-
cilitate the national defense under the 
extraordinary emergency authority 
granted by Public Law 85–804 (50 U.S.C. 
1431–1434). This includes— 

(a) Amending contracts without con-
sideration (see 50.103–2(a)); 

(b) Correcting or mitigating mis-
takes in a contract (see 50.103–2(b)); and 

(c) Formalizing informal commit-
ments (See 50.103–2(c)). 

[71 FR 38248, July 5, 2006. Redesignated at 72 
FR 46344, Aug. 17, 2007, as amended at 72 FR 
63030, Nov. 7, 2007. Redesignated at 76 FR 
18309, Apr. 1, 2011] 

Subpart 18.2—Emergency 
Acquisition Flexibilities 

18.201 Contingency operation. 
(a) Contingency operation is defined in 

2.101. 
(b) Micro-purchase threshold. The 

threshold increases when the head of 
the agency determines the supplies or 
services are to be used to support a 
contingency operation. (See 2.101 and 
13.201(g).) 

(c) Simplified acquisition threshold. The 
threshold increases when the head of 
the agency determines the supplies or 
services are to be used to support a 
contingency operation. (See 2.101.) 

(d) SF 44, Purchase Order–Invoice– 
Voucher. The normal threshold for the 
use of the SF 44 is at or below the 
micro-purchase threshold. Agencies 
may, however, establish higher dollar 
limitations for purchases made to sup-
port a contingency operation. (See 
13.306.) 

(e) Test program for certain commercial 
items. The threshold limits authorized 
for use of the test program may be in-
creased for acquisitions to support a 
contingency operation. (See 13.500(e).) 

18.202 Defense or recovery from cer-
tain attacks. 

(a) Micro-purchase threshold. The 
threshold increases when the head of 
the agency determines the supplies or 
services are to be used to facilitate de-
fense against or recovery from nuclear, 

biological, chemical, or radiological at-
tack. (See 2.101.) 

(b) Simplified acquisition threshold. 
The threshold increases when the head 
of the agency determines the supplies 
or services are to be used to facilitate 
defense against or recovery from nu-
clear, biological, chemical, or radio-
logical attack. (See 2.101.) 

(c) Commercial items to facilitate de-
fense and recovery. Contracting officers 
may treat any acquisition of supplies 
or services as an acquisition of com-
mercial items if the head of the agency 
determines the acquisition is to be 
used to facilitate the defense against or 
recovery from nuclear, biological, 
chemical, or radiological attack. (See 
12.102(f)(1) and 13.500(e).) 

(d) Test program for certain commercial 
items. The threshold limits authorized 
for use of the test program may be in-
creased when it is determined the ac-
quisition is to facilitate defense 
against or recovery from nuclear, bio-
logical, chemical, or radiological at-
tack. (See 13.500(e).) 

18.203 Emergency declaration or 
major disaster declaration. 

(a) Disaster or emergency assistance ac-
tivities. Preference will be given to 
local organizations, firms, and individ-
uals when contracting for major dis-
aster or emergency assistance activi-
ties when the President has made a 
declaration under the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act. Preference may take the 
form of local area set-asides or an eval-
uation preference. (See 6.208 and Sub-
part 26.2.) 

(b) Ocean transportation by U.S. flag 
vessels. The provisions of the Cargo 
Preference Act of 1954 may be waived 
in emergency situations. (See 47.502(c).) 

[71 FR 38248, July 5, 2006, as amended at 72 
FR 46344, Aug. 17, 2007; 72 FR 63086, Nov. 7, 
2007; 76 FR 18309, Apr. 1, 2011] 

18.204 Resources. 
(a) National Response Framework. The 

National Response Framework (NRF) 
is a guide to how the Nation conducts 
all-hazards response. This key docu-
ment establishes a comprehensive, na-
tional, all-hazards approach to domes-
tic incident response. The Framework 
identifies the key response principles, 
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